
Rain Garden Inlets and Pretreatment 

Turf filter strips  
often restrict water 
inlet and require fre-
quent replacement 

•  Effective inlets allow water to enter the basin but provide no pretreatment 
•  Some pretreatment options restrict water inlet and are difficult to maintain 
•  Effective inlets and pretreatment are critical for functional infiltration basins 

Inlet Examples 

Alternative Rain Guardiantm Installations 

Inlets versus Pretreatment 
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Pretreatment Examples 

Landscape blocks aid 
with water inlet but 
provide no pretreat-
ment 

Natural stone also 
aids with water inlet 
but provides little 
pretreatment 

Rip-rap inlets become 
filled with sediment 
and require time con-
suming maintenance 

Alternative pretreat-
ment chambers may al-
so require extensive 
maintenance 

Rain Guardianstm pro-
vide stable inlets and 
effective pretreat-
ment 
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