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THE NATURE OBSERVATORY TRAIL AT ROOK-
ERY BAY IS A BARRIER FREE PATHWAY 
THROUGH ONE OF FLORIDA’S MOST SCENIC 
AND ENVIRONMENTALLY-SENSITIVE AREAS. 
 

NAPLES, FLORIDA—Maintaining a stable walk-
way through a popular nature reserve in a   
notorious soft-soil area was challenging.  Ac-
commodating barrier free access as well as 
minimizing the environmental disturbance 
compounded the challenge. 
 

Visitors come to Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research 

Reserve to enjoy thousands of acres of the subtropical 

mangrove forested estuary, its marshes and inhabitants.  

When creating the pathway through the reserve, Engineer 

Michael Schwier at LPA Group, Inc., Tallahassee, FL chose 

the Presto GEOPAVE® system to stabilize the trail surface.   

 

The GEOPAVE structure stabilizes and maintains the per-

meability of open-graded aggregate infill, and is ADA wheel 

chair accessible.  Over 15,000 sq ft. (some 2,800 units) of 

GEOPAVE material was installed on the winding pathway. 

 
 

GEOPAVE® material supplied by 
RH Moore & Associates, Tampa, FL 

GEOPAVE® 
PATHWAY STABILIZED WITH A PERMEABLE GRAVEL PAVEMENT 

ROOKERY BAY RESERVE, FLORIDA  


